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Online Flute Education

»The Internet is the fabric of our lives. If information technology is the present-day
equivalent of electricity in the industrial era, in our age the Internet could be likened to both the
electrical grid and the electric engine because of its ability to distribute the power of information

throughout the entire realm of human activity*. (Castells, 2001)

The main objective of this paper is to present the advantages and the disadvantages of online
education. We were particularly interested in the available information on specific areas, such as
studying certain musical instruments, and the structures in which this information was presented to
the users. The sites providing online education in a sense of “an online college” or similar sites
with charge for use, were not of our interest. We strictly focused on those sites where free

information and instructions were available.

In order to analyse and categorize the forms of information available on the Internet, we
made a search with the key words ‘’free flute online education” at the most popular search engine
“Google” (http://google.com). We must mention that under “education” we do not understand
institutional education, but web sites offering information and instructions about becoming skilled
in a particular discipline, such as playing an instrument. From the obtained results from about
1,700,000 pages containing the key words, we made a random selection of 50 web sites. Having in
mind that the order of appearance of the results given by the search engines depends on the most
frequent or direct use of the key words, we made our selection based on the first 70 web sites from

the list.

After having searched within the selected sites, the first thing to notice was that the
information on these sites was presented in a multimedia form, i.e. in a form of: video clips, audio
samples, texts, pictures, flash animations etc. In most of the cases where the instructions or the
information presented to the users were particularly related to the issue, or presented in a rather
sophisticated form (such as video clips), they were available only for the members of these sites,
and the membership for these kind of web sites goes from $20 — 40. As we have mentioned before,
the interest of our research was strictly focused on free information available and therefore, we

made an additional selection of 20 web sites offering free services.


http://google.com/

Further on, we divided the selected 20 web sites into two major groups, according to their

target groups:

+ hobby oriented information (learning the instrument for hobby)

« educationally oriented information (a rather studious approach towards the instrument)

Hobby oriented information

This group includes most of the web sites. The contents offered here are:
— Dbasic information for beginners
- various methods and instructions for quick mastering of the instrument

- Instructions on playing tunes, mostly short ones and of entertaining character

On the other hand, the design of these web sites was quite commercial, which is to be
expected, having in mind the target audience of these sites and their aim to attract more users,
unlike the other group of web sites where the emphasis is on the information, which is primary for
their users.

On some of these web sites we could find specifically developed methods for the quickest
way of learning to play the instrument, even without any previous musical knowledge. One of this
examples was the so called “Adam method” or “Adam tablature” (http://www.adam2-
1.com/wwwus/adamsg.php4), which was a completely new developed method for users who want
to learn playing their favourite tunes, without wasting their time on previous knowledge in music
notation, music theory, breathing etc.

The design is very simple. The interface is divided in three windows where the first one
from the right side contains a virtual flute. The keys that are supposed to be pressed with the fingers
are coloured, and numbers are drawn above these keys resembling the fingers on the left and the

right hand separately (picture: Adam method 1)
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In the first window from the left, there is a list of popular tunes where the user should pick the

favourite one. (picture: Adam method 2)

Choose melody

Abbz Mamma mia

ATC My heart beats like a drum
Beatles vellow submarine
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Erilia Big big world
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Fugess Killing me softly
Madorna American pie
Madornra  Music

Adam method 2
After choosing the favourite tune, a MIDI player appears on top of the middle window, playing the
tune, and in the same window underneath the player, there is a tablature or a list of numbers which
are supposed to present the fingers and the order of pressing the keys following the rhythm of the

tune.

Instrumert 0% Spela med ADAM ® Fhite
ABBA

Mamma mia

6 3 664321
3365436545 1]
653 12123
BS a3 12101052
1725 M2 321 6

101 26666666
Adam method 3

In this way, the user should be able to play the tune by hearing it and following the numbers
ordered. This method is ideal for those users who want to learn playing the instrument as a hobby.
There is no need of previous knowledge in music, and they can learn to play their favourite tune

very quickly.

Educationally oriented information

In the second group of sites, we classified those providing information for users who have
serious intentions in learning the instrument. For instance: basic music theory (that automatically
singles out the users who can read notation), breathing techniques, advice for particular technical

problems, etc.



By searching the sites more thoroughly, we came to a conclusion that the second group from
the major two ones can be divided further on. Therefore, we divided the educationally oriented sites

into three categories:

- for beginners
. for advanced musicians

. all

Beginners

The biggest quanity of information is offered for this category of in a variety of forms.
According to our research, among the free instructions offered, the most available contents are the

following:

- music theory intro

- posture

- breathing

- producing tone

- fingering chart

- holding the instrument

- Instrument care and maintenance

— short tunes and etudes

In fact, these are the basic issues that each beginner should learn.

VIDED LESSONS | LESSON PLANS | mEFEREWCES & ToOLS ‘

LESSON 1 - BASICS OF MUSIC THEORY AND NOTATION

Inthis lesson, we will irtroduce vou to the basics of music theory and notation. You will be able to use this
knowvledge in the following lessons.

Music iz written on the notation system called "Staff", which consists of S lines and 4 spaces in betvwween them:
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Flute music is written in the "G" or "Treble" Clef:
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The tones thet we play on the flute are called "notes” and they are referred to using the first seven letters of the
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»(H
@
alld
]
m
-
o

continue )

BACK FORWARD

Music theory intro




VIDED LESSONS | LESSON PLANS REFERENCES & TOOLS

FLUTE FINGERING CHART

JUST CLICK ON THE NOTES TO SEE THE FINGERINGS ON THE FLUTE
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Majority of the sites providing information about musicians of all levels with a membership
fee, offer the beginners instructions for free. In that respect, these users can find information in
rather more sophisticated forms, such as video clips or audio recordings with instructions, flash

animations, as well as regular pictures or plain texts.

Advanced musicians

It was really surprising to find out that numerous sites are dedicated to this category of
users. In general, we can divide the Internet sites offering information to this category of users into

two major groups:

. strictly educational

« educational in addition to other information

Strictly educational

The first group includes those sites that thoroughly explain various problems and aspects in
learning or advanced studying of the flute as an instrument. Herein, we can find elaborate
clarifications of different problems:

— technical (tips for improving tone, articulation, vibrato, intonation, embouchure,

complicated phrases etc.)

- performance (shaping a phrase, styles, selecting a program, practical tips about stage



Regarding clarifications of various theoretical problems, it is interesting to mention the site
,music acoustics” (http://www.phys.unsw.edu.au/music/), which contains research in the field of
acoustics of the wind instruments. Thus, for the flute as an instrument, there is a free access to
detailed research related to the production of sound, the specific acoustics of this instrument, as well

as the comparisons of amplitudes in different flutes (baroque, modern, etc.). For example the

fright etc.)

theory (acoustics, physics)
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Lowered High Ab/G#

This fingering helps high Ab/G# to respond more easily and
lowers the piteh. It is the primary fingering for piceolo since
the regular flute lingering doesn't respend as easily on the
piccole unless you are playing fortissimo.

| Soft High Bb [

Technical problems — intonation

folowing picture:

|Z]
MQ
10

Therory — amplitude of c# from Bohem flute


http://www.phys.unsw.edu.au/music/

In this context, we have to mention the site ,,virtual flute**, which is actually a part of the
previously mentioned site. This site is very useful for all the professionals or students, and
especially for those whose occupation is related to the so called contemporary music
(http://phys.unsw.edu.au/music/flute/virtual/main.html). Here, the user has an option of searching
all alternative fingerings, fingerings for production of multyphonics, and similar. By marking
certain keys of the virtual flute with the mouse, we can obtain information about the tones that can
be produced with that particular fingering and whether it is possible to play the tone or the wanted

multyphonics in that manner.

Educational in addition of other information

Here, we classified all the sites by prominent performers or teachers, where one can find
diverse advice, published works or articles by the particular artist, proposed exercise for certain

technical problems, etudes, options for contacting and consulting the artist.
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On this sites, there are frequently materials for coping with a particular problem, like for an
instance etudes or audio samples that are usually found in a “PDF*, “sibelius®, “MIDI* or another
format.

Except for the texts as a form for presenting the information, the next most commonly used
form on these sites is the picture, which usually follows a given text. The instructions in a form of
video clips, audio recordings, flash animations, etc., referring to musicians with an acquired higher
level of playing, are not usually free of charge. However, as we have mentioned before, there are a
lot of Internet sites that provide the same information or instructions in a form of text or through
pictures. This is not supposed to be disappointing since the commercial presentation of the

information is not the major motivation for this category of users.



All
In this category, we have included all the sites providing access to information useful to all
types of musicians regardless of their level of education (amateurs, beginners, students, pedagogues,

etc.). The contents available on these sites were divided in the following way:

various information for the educational group (glossary, online music dictionary etc.)

tools (online metronome)

free scores

different forms of exchanging information and opinions

Under the last division (“different forms of exchanging information and opinions”) we have
included the various online forums, blogs, etc., where a huge number of users can discuss a
particular topic and exchange their opinions. Moreover, in this category we have also included the
possibility for consultations with well-known performers or pedagogues that we have mentioned
above, as a part of their private sites. On their web sites, the majority of the performers or teachers
provide an option for a contact and consultations on different issues of technical or performing
nature, as well as an access to their published articles related to particular problems, and an access

to the questions and answers already posed by other users.

In most of the cases, the information is presented in a text or image form.

Conclusion

The free access to these sites, opens new perspectives for the development of the musicians.
This type of education is complementary to the traditional one and the specific skills such as
playing a particular instrument cannot be acquired. Anyhow, we can conclude that on-line education

has positive effects of the globalization of education.
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